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L Lissau

owners of a family-run
supermarket that was
by fire said Sunday
€ not sure whether they
0 reopen the store else-

Kumkoski, who ran
er Foods at Dundee
ilwaukee Avenue
husband, son and
said she and her fami-
numb about the blaze.
just such a shock,”
said. “But we've still
y — we've still got

,- apparently started
) a.m. Friday when a
lastic foam boxes in

, customers offer help in cleanup

blaze and preventing it from
spreading to other stores in the
shopping center.

One store employee was treat-
ed for smoke inhalation, fire offi-
cials said, but no one was seri-
ously injured.

Wheeling fire officials said the
store is a total loss. Damage is
estimated at $750,000. The
Kumkoskis leased the building.

Although members of the
Niles family have not yet been
allowed to enter the remains of
the store and survey the dam-
age for themselves, many
friends and customers have
offered to aid in the cleanup of
the store, Kumkoski said.

She attributes their helpful-
ness to the close relationships
the Kumkoskis shared with
many of their customers in the
five years they owned the
store.

“We got to know a lot of them
as friends,” she said. “It was dif-
ferent than shopping at Jewel or
Dominick’s. The big stores just
don’t have that personal touch.”



